THE WILL

TTN a letter dated the 3rd March, 1889, Nobel wrote to an ac-
"^quaintance in Stockholm : " Would you be so kind as to ask a
Swedish lawyer to prepare a suitable form for my Will. My hair is
grey, I am worn out, and I must prepare for shuffling off my mortal
coil. I ought to have done so long ago but I had so many other
things to attend to."

This passage seems to imply that Nobel had not made any
previous Will Further it should be noted that he said nothing as
to the terms of the Will he had in mind, and only asked for a
specimen form, within the framework of which he intended to
draft the various provisions. The two Wills that we know were
prepared without the assistance of a lawyer, but the form which
was sent him was naturally so general in its terms that it could
hardly be of much practical use. His numerous lawsuits had
instilled in him a profound distrust of all lawyers, and as a practical
business man he hated " those niggling parasites " as he called
them. The result of this attitude was that he did not entirely
succeed in clearly expressing his intentions in his Will.

He received the specimen form at the end of March, and it
appears that his friend reminded him in his letter of the Stockholm
University, since Nobel replied on the 3oth March : " Thank you
for the specimen form of Will. I shall consider the University,
but I have not made up my mind whether it is better for young
people to graze like Nebuchadnezzar, or to pore over books. It is a
difficult problem. I believe that His Majesty of Babylon would
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